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Activity Workplan

Starting date


1 March 2008

Activity number


4-04

Activity Title 


MLS and AEGIS

Activity Leader 


Frank Begemann, Information and Coordination Centre for Biological Diversity (IBV), Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE), Bonn, Germany

Collaborators

· Theo van Hintum, Centre for Genetic Resources, the Netherlands (CGN), Wageningen University and Research Centre, Wageningen, The Netherlands.

· Siegfried Harrer, Information and Coordination Centre for Biological Diversity (IBV), Federal Agency for Agriculture and Food (BLE), Bonn, Germany

· Samy Gaiji, Bioversity International,  Rome, Italy

· Jan Engels, Bioversity International,  Rome, Italy

· Christoph Germeier, Institut für Züchtungsforschung an landwirtschaftlichen Kulturen, Julius-Kühn-Institut (JKI), Bundesforschungsinstitut für Kulturpflanzen, Quedlinburg, Germany

Summary of Activity Objectives


As an attempt to facilitate the registration of the European material under the Multilateral System of the ITPGR and/or the material in the European Collection (AEGIS)

 porting obligations as they result from transactions via the standard Material Transfer Agreements (sMTA) under the ITPGR in Europe a cost-effective reporting procedure will be defined and implemented as a proposal to the ECPGR Steering Committee for further reflections by the Governing Body of the ITPGR.

Activity description

EURISCO could play a role as the inventory of European material under the Multilateral System of the ITPGR and/or the material in the European Collection (AEGIS). However, this is not why EURISCO was created, so it needs to be carefully planned, discussed and, when approved, implemented. 

Since there will be the need to create a registry of transactions under the ITPGR, there is potentially a role to play for EURISCO in Europe. The procedure needs to be defined, and when accepted by the stakeholders, implemented in a technical system. The requirements resulting from the sMTA reporting and proposed system will be discussed by the collaborators first at a meeting in March 2008 at BLE, Bonn and described in a short paper called “draft procedure for sMTA reporting under the ITPGR in Europe”. 

After the meeting in March 2008, the “draft procedure” will be circulated to the entire ECPGR documentation and information network for comments until 30 April 2008.

A revised version of the “draft procedure” will be send through the ECPGR Secretariat to the ECPGR National Coordinators for possible discussion at the forthcoming Steering Committee meeting in September 2008.

If discussed and adopted, the “draft procedure” 
· would be circulated by the ECPGR-Secretariat to the National Coordinators in order to invite all participating countries and stakeholders to follow such procedure, including to the National Focal Points of the National Inventories to follow such procedure;
· could be forwarded from the Steering Committee through the ECPGR-Secretariat to the Secretariat of the Governing Body of the ITPGR.

Roles of partners

· Frank Begemann (BLE) will lead the activity and will coordinate the drafting of the short paper “draft procedure”

· Theo van Hintum, Siegfried Harrer, Samy Gaiji, Jan Engels and Christoph Germeier will participate in the activity workshop as planned at BLE in March 2008 and collaborate to draft the paper.

Timeline and outputs

Timeline

03/08
Start of the activities.

03/08
Workshop at BLE, Bonn and draft paper circulkated to the entire ECPGR d&i network (output 1)

04/08
comments from ECPGR d&i network received by activity leader (output 2)

06/08
revised draft send from activity leader to the ECPGR Secretariat and forwarded by the ECPGR Secretariat to the ECPGR National Coordinators / Steering Committee (output 3)

09/08
draft procedure discussed by the ECPGR Steering Committee (output 4) and, if agreed, forwarded to all National Coordinators in Europe, their stakeholders including their respective National Focal Points of the National Inventories (output 5) as well as to the ITPGR Secretariat (output 6)
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